4I<5        THE  MEMOIRS  OF JACQUES   CASANOVA
cThuV said the gentleman-cobbler, 'one performs a
meritorious and pious action in going to the ball/
CI have two cousins,3 said Ignazia, cwho are as good as
gold. I told them I went to the ball with you, and as
they are poor they have no chance of ever-going themselves,
unless you will make them both happy by taking them the
last day of the Carnival. Their mother would allow them
to go the more readily because that night the dancing ceases
on the stroke of midnight, so as not to encroach on Ash
Wednesday/
CI am quite willing, my dear Ignazia, to give them this
innocent pleasure; and it will save your mother the trouble
of waiting for us in the carriage/
The younger of the two cousins was plain, but had some
iitde feminine charm, whereas the elder was most remark-
ably ugly; she looked like a hideous man in petticoats. The
contrast between the girls amused me, for Ignazia was
perfectly lovely, and most seductive when she put off her
devout airs. On the appointed day, they dined with me, and
did full justice to the excellent fare and exquisite La
Mancha wine which I had provided. I had ordered every-
thing necessary for their toilette to be placed in my dressing-
room, and after dinner I told the eldest one that I had
arranged to disguise her as a man; she looked alarmed, and
her sister asked if this would not be sinful. cDo you think
I would suggest it to your sister if it were wrong?' I asked
in indignant tones, and Dona Ignazia, who knew the legends
by heart, corroborated my assertion by saying that the glori-
ous Saint Marina spent her whole life in male attire.
'Come with me/ said I to the ugly girl, ccome, and you
will be surprised to see how handsome you look!'
Making a strong effort to overcome her scruples, she
followed me into the dressing-room. I made her put on
white silk stockings, and some smart shoes. I fastened her
garters for her, telling her I should never have imagined
she had such beautiful feet. I gave her a lace-trimmed shirt,
and a pair of my breeches, which fitted her very well,